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Animals  from  overseas  are  emigrating  to  the  United  States  again,  now 
that  shipping,  shut  off  by  the  war,  is  available  to  them.      To  protect  Amer- 
ican livestock  against  foreign  diseases,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
holds  these  animals  in  quarantine  long  enough  to  make  sure  they  bring  no  dan- 
gerous disease  organisms  with  them^      As  almost  all  animals  from  overseas 
enter  this  country  at  the  port  of  New  York,  the  Department  maintains  its  only 
animal  quarantine  station  at  Athenia,  N. J»,  about  10  miles  from  Newark.  When 
their  ship  docks  in  New  York  harbor,  the  imported  animals  are  hoisted  over  the 
side  into  special  cars  drawn  up  alongside  on  lighters,  which  ferry  them  to  the 
railway  tracks  that  run  past  the  quarantine  station. 

Both  domestic  animals,  imported  mainly  for  breeding,  and  wild  animals 
bound  for  a  zoo  pass  through  Athenia.      During  the  last  six  months  of  1946 
the  station  received  171  cattle,  36  sheep,  21  deer  of  three  different  varie- 
ties, 27  antelopes,  14  giraffes,  and  4  wart  hogs.      During  the  first  six 
months  of  1947  it  received  261  purebred  Jersey  cattle  from  the  Island  of 
Jersey,  the  home  of  the  breed,  and  52  antelopes  of  various  species,  16  giraffes, 
10  deer,  6  wild  swine,  and  one  red  buffalo,  from  several  different  parts  of 
Africa. 

The  Athenia  station,  built  in  1900,  covers  52  acres  and  has  accommoda- 
tions for  600  cattle  or  other  animals  of  comparable  size. Each  of  its  18  brick 
and  concrete  bams,  with  cement  floors  and  fittings  to  facilitate  cleaning 
and  disinfection,  has  its  separate  paddock.      On  the  premises  also  are  houses 
for  the  superintendent  and  his  aides,  as  well  as  quarters  for  attendants  en- 
gaged by  the  importers  to  feed  and  care  for  their  animals  during  the  quarantine 
period.      Substantial  woven-wire  fences,  6  feet  high,  held  by  concrete  posts, 
surround  the  station. 

T.*e  minimum  length  of  time  the  animal  immigrants  remain  at  their  "Ellis 
Island"  varies  from  7  to  30  days,  depending  upon  the  kind  of  animal  and  the 
country  from  which  it  came.      During  this  period  the  station  provides  roomy, 
clean  stalls  that  are  thoroughly  disinfected  before  each  new  lot  of  anim^als 
comes  in,      A  veterinarian  examines  the  animals  periodically,  Fxaking  all  the 
tests  necessary  to  deteimine  the  animal 'a  freedom  from  disease.    As  soon  as  he 
gives  them  a  clean  bill  of  health,  they  go  on  to  their  destination. 

The  station  veterinarians  have  f^ound  cases  of  foreign  diseases,  that  affect 
man  as  well  as  animals  among  the  four-legged  aliens  coming  under  their  observa- 
tion.   No  animal  open  to  the  slightest  suspicion  as  a  disease  carrier  is  allovred 
to  go  further  into  the  United  Statesc    Most  of  those  found  to  be  possible  car- 
riers of  infection  are  slaughtered  and  cremated  on  the  station  groundSc  Some- 
times an  importer  sends  rejected  animals  back  to  their  native  land, 

"The  Athenia  station,"  says  Dr.  B.  T.  Simms,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry,  "has  played  an  important  part  in  keeping  foreign  plagues  such 
as  foot-and-mouth  disease,  rinderpest,  surra,  and  contagious  pleuropneumonia 
from  becoming  established  in  this  country," 
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